(b)(6). ()3)

(b)(6).(b)(3)

(b)(6), (D))

(b)(6), (D))

(b)(6)
(b)(6), (b)(3)
(b)(6)
(b)(6)
(b)(6), (b)(3)
(b)(6)

(b)(6), (b)(3)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



(b)(6). (b)(3)

1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



(b)(6), (0)(3)

(b)(6)

(b)(6), (b)(3)

1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



(b)(6), (b)3)

(b)(6), (b)(3) (b)(6)

(b)), (0)(3)

(b)(6)

(b)(6), (b)(3)

1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



(b)(6), (b)(3)

1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07



1ACB_ENGAGEMENT (REUTERS)_12 JUL 07






AFVA-1ACB-DBC

SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations Pursuant to AR 15-6 Investigation into Conditions
Surrounding the Possible Death of Two Reuters Reporters during an Engagement on 12 July
2007 by Crazyhorse 18 and 19 in the New Baghdad District of Baghdad, Iraq (Zone 30)

Crazyhorse 19 (trail aircraft) observed the same individual. At this point, the individual was in a
crouched, firing position with his weapon pointed towards friendly troops. Having observed a
hostile act, the team continued to transition for the attack. At 1021 hours, the AWT engaged
approximately 8 military-age-males eliminating the immediate threat to friendly ground forces
less than 200 meters away.

d. Following the engagement, Crazyhorse 18 and 19 remained on station overwatching the
engagement area and conducting reconnaissance along the ground patrol’s ingress route. At 1026
hours and along with the ground patrol’s entry into the engagement area, a black van arrived to
retrieve one of the wounded insurgents. Crazyhorse 18 requested immediate clearance to engage
the van, received it, and completely disabled the vehicle within seconds. The B/1-26 IN patrol
continued to the engagement area to assess and exploit the scene and immediately established a
cordon. The AWT remained on station conducting reconnaissance in search of insurgents still
firing on friendly ground forces.

3. Findings.

a. The AWT was on a directed mission; conducted the appropriate check-in with ground
elements in contact; and received an adequate situation report describing the current status
and disposition of forces on the ground. At this point, the AWT began to develop the situation
in concert with the ground element in contact and maintained positive identification of friendly
locations throughout the supported period. As the situation developed, the AWT exercised sound
judgment and discrimination during attempts to acquire insurgents, or moreover, to identify
personnel engaged in hostile or threatening activities against our brothers on the ground.

b. The AWT accurately assessed that the criteria to find and terminate the threat to friendly
forces were met in accordance with the law of armed conflict and rules of engagement.
Fundamental to all engagements is the principle of military necessity. This was clearly
established and supported by the friendly forces inherent right to self defense and the ground
commander’s obligation to ensure all necessary means were employed to defend or protect his
Soldiers from hostile acts. In this case, the AWT was employed to destroy insurgents attempting
to kill friendly forces. The attack weapons team:

(1). Positively Identified the Treat: The AWT, with reasonable certainty, identified
military aged males both in a location and with weapons consistent with reports of hostile acts
conducted against friendly forces. While observing this group of individuals, the AWT satisfied
all requirements to initiate an engagement.

(2). Established hostile intent: Hostile intent was exhibited by armed insurgents peering
around the corner of a home to monitor the movement or activities of friendly forces and
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